UC Application Recommendations 
1. Apply to the UC on the web at: www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions/undergradapp/enr

*(The UC system no longer has paper applications)

Special Note: You may begin working on the application Oct. 1 but you may NOT submit until the application dates of Nov.1-30.  Do not procrastinate in sending in your application-the UC’s would prefer you submit before Thanksgiving. 
2. Students MUST follow the directions EXACTLY as instructed on the application.

3. Do NOT try to interpret what the UC wants- answer exactly what is asked for, do not omit information or provide more than requested except in your personal statement where you can explain information as needed.

4. Give the dates you have taken or will take the SAT or ACT.  Yes, you can still take the December exam but you must list it on your application.

5. Request your transcripts early from the Counseling Office- you will need them to complete the self-report.  You must report on your application every high school and college you have attended.  Students must submit Official Transcripts from each high school the student has attended, BUT do not send transcripts with your application (remember you are applying on the Internet).  Only send transcripts when requested.   Students must submit a copy of the course description for schools outside LAUSD with their out-of-district transcripts. 

6. After you submit your application to the university, if you have any changes in your schedule, your grades drop or you have moved, you must notify the university immediately in writing.

7. If any information provided on the application is found to be incomplete or inaccurate, the offer of university admission may be revoked.

8. The UC’s will calculate your GPA, you may for your information credit yourself with an extra point for AP courses passed with a grade of ‘C’ or better. Honors courses do NOT receive extra grade points.

9. Students only use one application for all UC campuses, however you must enclose enough money to cover application costs when applying to multiple schools.

10. Fee waiver applications are included on the UC application.  Fee waivers are based on family income & students may apply for up to four campuses with the fee waiver.

11. University scholarship opportunities are part of the application-check this section carefully.

12. It is OK to apply as an undeclared major especially if you don’t know what you want to earn your degree in.

13. If you want help with your personal statement go to www.ucgateways.org and click on ‘Apply to College” then click on “Personal Statement”

14. Write your personal statement questions on a separate word document and cut/paste to your application.  

15. The UC’s do NOT accept “Letters of Recommendation”- one less thing to worry about (
The Personal Statement:

The personal statement is an extremely important part of your entire application and is required of all applicants.  Think of the personal statement as your opportunity to introduce yourself to the admissions officers and faculty who will be evaluating your application.  What would you like the university to know about you that may not be evident from a review of the rest of your application?  

The personal statement should reflect your own ideas and be written by you alone.  Write in a natural style, so that your answer conveys who you are.  Present your information and ideas in a focused, thoughtful and meaningful manner.  Support your ideas with specific examples.  Your statement should be size 12, common font (such as Times).  Space your essay 1 1/2 to 2 spaced lines. Be sure to include your Social Security # and the words “Personal Statement” on the top right corner of each page. 
Clearly indicate which question you are answering, either by numbering your responses to match the questions or by repeating the question above your response. (The question will not be counted toward your word total.)

You must respond to both prompts, using a maximum of 1,000 words total. 

You may allocate the word count as you wish.  If you choose to respond to one prompt at greater length, it is suggested the shorter answer be no less than 250 words.  Stay within the word limit as closely as you can.  A little over-1,012 words, for example- is fine.  
The UC has provided the following questions you are to write to.  

Prompt #1 (Freshman):

Describe the world you come from- for example, your family, community or school- and tell us how your world has shaped your dreams and aspirations.

Prompt # 2:

Tell us about a personal quality, talent, accomplishment, contribution or experience that is important to you.  What about this quality or accomplishment makes you proud and how does it relate to the person you are? 

