Finding the Right Fit

A huge part of applying to college is finding the school that is the right ‘fit’.  With over 3,600 colleges/universities in the United States it is sometimes hard to select which college is the right one for you. 

Sure you can read US News or Newsweek and select schools based upon their ranking but…what does a schools rank really mean?  And…to what criteria is the rank based upon?

According to the National Association of College Admission Counselors, students should select schools that are the right fit rather than those with a winning football team, cute mascot or are large schools with a reputation.  The right college for you is the one that fits.
First you need to do a little research.  Finding the right fit is like trying on clothing.  Sometimes clothes look great on the rack but awful on you, it just doesn’t fit or feel right.  Other times, the outfit on the hanger doesn’t look wonderful, but boy-oh-boy does it fit and looks great on you.  

So how do you find the right ‘fit’?  

Mrs. Budar, College Counselors tips to help you investigate possible colleges for you: 

· Attend college fairs and visit the SPHS college center. The college center is the college research library. Meet the college representatives who visit the SPHS college center. All students and parents are welcome to attend the representative’s presentation.  Do not just meet the representatives from the big name schools as a small school might be the right one for you. (Schedules of visits are posted on our school website and school bulletin, usually fall semester)
· In addition, colleges from other states visit the Los Angeles area hosting information sessions at local hotels (usually fall semester).  This is the perfect opportunity to attend a free information presentation to learn more about their school. 

1. Use the Internet to start to find colleges that offers your degree interest and activities. 

2. Decide if you want to attend college close to home where you can possibly commute or if you want to have a different college experience and go away to school. 

3. Once you’ve selected a few campuses’ you would like to investigate and possibly apply to, the most important advice is to: VISIT the campus!!!!
· Contact the outreach office at the campus to see if you can arrange a tour.
· If the school is out of the area (state) contact them to see if they will arrange for you to stay in a dorm to experience the college environment and possibly visit classes in session.  Some colleges will even offer to fly you out or assist you with transportation.
· Visit the campus when they are having open house usually in the fall.
· When visiting, ask questions about the campus (academic offerings, activities, campus life, retention and graduation rates, internship opportunities and if an athlete talk to seniors who are on the team you are interested in playing to see what the coach is like- seniors have nothing to lose when giving you their opinion about a coach).
Remember: during weekends, winter and spring break and of course summer vacation, students are encouraged to visit potential colleges to see if the school is the right fit.
Finally, I strongly recommend you select a campus that is the right fit for you the student.  Don’t go by reputation on making a campus selection; select a campus that feels right for you.  We’ve had students select a campus based on reputation alone only to find when they got to the college, it wasn’t the right fit and are unhappy.  So to be sure you are selecting the campus that is your fit you need to be sure to visit the campus before you commit to attend.

Attending college should be an exciting and fun experience.  

I hope every student will find the ‘right fit’ for them- good luck in your search.
